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ROAD TRAINING

PLANNING IS EVERYTHING
WHEN YOU’RE ABOUT T0 EMBARK
ON YOUR FIRST TRIP

our months into a two-year Australian
camping odyssey Karen and Cameron
Wheatley and their two children Zane, 8,
and Maya, 7, know a thing or two about
being beginners on the wide open road.
And they have some tips for those
keen to follow in their tyre marks. “The
biggest tip we’d offer anyone who’s had
a passing thought about packing up
and getting out to see Australia is
simple — just do it, you won’t be sorry,” says Karen.
Karen is blogging on their journey, offering insights
into the best spots to stop, see the sights or for the
kids to play. The young family from the NSW mid-
north coast have grown to know their Toyota Prado
and Jayco Starcraft caravan inside and out but are
facing new and interesting surprises each day. Most of
them bring great joy while others can be optimistically
put down to learning experiences. “Let’s just say never
travel with a caravan’s toilet full,” Karen laughs.
Here are her top 10 tips for beginner travellers.

The Wheatley family

—

W your car,
caravan or tent intimately
before you leave. You don’t
want to be learning how to
change a tyre in the middle
of the Nullarbor. “Cameron is
really glad he learned how to
do a full service on the car

holiday park o';erators are
also a font of knowledge that

aren and Cameron didn’t
realise how handy it would

be when they bought a you’re crazy not to tap into.”
caravan that allowed them to

fold their bed up during the Get organised and
day. “It means we have keep it that way.

heaps of living space during There are endless
the day when we don’t need products and methods to @
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) just better.
When towing a caravan,
travellers have to concede
that everything is going to
happen slower than usual.
But that’s not necessarily a

bad thing. “We were told to
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looking for a major eventor |

trying to avoid it? You don’t
want to arrive in Tamworth
the week of the Country
Music Festival if you are
trying to avoid the crowds.
“Check out the deals you

h B

0 entertained.

It’'s a matter of trial and
error, but kids on the road
will of course need
something to avoid driving
you mad with “are we there

things bt

features for us are

GPS and the modem, so
have access to the internet
anywhere,” Karen says.
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